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There are many proprietary databases that can help you find the money behind the fossil 
fuel industry, like Pitchbook or Bloomberg Terminal. However, many of us do not have 
access to these expensive tools. So, let’s find out how to follow the money for free  

using CNN Business. While this is not going to produce an exhaustive list of investors and Wall 
Street firms, it is a great start! 

Follow our step by step guide to find some of the big bucks behind the top publicly traded, 
fossil fuel corporations. The list below is a checklist you can use to quickly move through the 
research. There is also a step by step guide, using Exxon Mobil so that you can follow along as 
you dig! 

HOW TO FIND THE CASH BEHIND THE FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRY 
Checklist

>> Step 1: Go to CNN BUSINESS (https://www.cnn.com/business)  

>> Step 2: Scroll down and on your right find the quote search bar.  

>> 	 Step 3: Using the stock symbol, search for the corporation you are looking for.
			   Note: The stock symbol is the abbreviation for the company used in 
			   trading on the stock market. 

>> 	 Step 4: Click on the shareholders tab. 

>> 	 Step 5: Once you are at the shareholders tab, click on the Institutional Ownership  
		      option. 

			   - Once you are in this option, CNN Business provides you with a list of 
			   institutional investors (stockholders, mutual fund holdings and most
			   recent institutional activity). 

https://www.cnn.com/business
https://www.cnn.com/business
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HOW TO FIND THE CASH BEHIND THE FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRY 
with Exxon Mobil

Tip: It is useful to know which fossil fuel corporation you want to research and their stock symbol 
before you get started. A quick google search will reveal the stock symbol. 

»» Step 1: Go to  CNN BUSINESS (https://www.cnn.com/business)  

»» Step 2: Scroll down and on your right find the quote search bar. 

»» Step 3: Using the stock symbol, search for the corporation you are looking for. Because we 
are looking for Exxon Mobil, we will enter XOM and click the name of the corporation when it 

pops up.

https://www.cnn.com/business
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Tip: If the name of the corporation doesn’t pop up, try searching with the stock symbol or the 
abbreviation the company uses when trading on the stock market.

This will take you to the summary page for the corporation.
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»» Step 4: Click on the Shareholders Tap.

»» Step 5: Once you are at the shareholders tab, click on the Institutional Ownership option  
(highlighted in blue below)
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Once you are in this option, CNN Business provides you a list of institutional investors  
(stockholders, mutual fund holdings and most recent institutional activity).

Note: Unfortunately, this data is not always available for every corporation, but many corporations 
are listed on CNN Money. When available, this can be a useful step in your research to find the 
money behind the fossil fuel industry.


